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Add to these the conclusion of the whole matter,
from the last lines of the Essay:

For wit's false mirror held up Nature's light;
Show'd erring pride, WHATEVER is, is RIGHT ;
That REASON, PASSION, answer one great aim ;
That true SELF-LOVE and SOCIAL are the same ;
That VIRTUE only makes our bliss below ;
And all our knowledge is, OURSRLVES TO KNOW.

Take into the account a few well-known single
lines or couplets :

Vindicate the, ways of God to Man

Hope springs eternal in the human breast:
Man never is, but always to be blest

The proper study of mankind is Man

For forms of government let fools contest;
Whate'er is best administer'd is best

Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow ;
The rest is all but leather and prunella

and the contrast we are pointing should be clear.
There are a self-sufficiency and a self-contentment
about Pope's exquisitely finished phrases which
would be unattainable to thought ranging freely
from 'the bye-lanes, with their green hedges',
to the remoter confines of imagination. The
4 hedges' shut in and shut-out the view in such
observations of superior finality as the ' plain
reason' why man should be content with a man's
seeing ; as the one ' clear truth J in all nature, all
chance, all discord, all evil, all knowledge; and
as the unperturbed summary of ' life's poor play '.
And these hedges, one suspects, are not always
naturally ' green '. They are at times artificially
coloured by a prejudged system of philosophy, the